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Parish Sweeping scheme 

review update October 2016

» Last meeting we discussed review findings, positives and issues. Aim was to develop 

proposals to address these.

» Progress slower than hoped due to changing financial position within the Council

» The Council’s financial position is now worse than when review began. Need to make 

further significant savings.  Can’t carry on doing everything we’ve done before as a 

Council

» The review highlighted confusion about who does what and potential efficiencies through 

reducing duplication.  The Council still administers & responds to complaints in the 

parishes taking part in the scheme as it does throughout the district.   Still has an 

operational presence in each of these areas to respond to complaints.

» £73K spent on 18 parishes – (45 parish councils & 3 town councils) less than half of 

parishes benefit from funding. There is no funding for other parishes who may wish to 

join.

» Is there a better way to spend this money? Is this value for money? No easy solution.
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• We need to see if we can come up with a more cost effective scheme 

that meets the objectives of the Parish sweeper scheme but is of benefit 

to all parishes rather than a small number.

• This will mean redefining the Parish sweeper scheme contract to be clear 

on responsibilities and responses to complaints – we need to ensure 

statutory health & safety obligations are met.

• Council will be talking to Parishes over the next few months about ideas.

• Any further thoughts from the Parishes about how a cost effective 

scheme could work to the benefit of all is welcome.  We’ll compile 

suggestions over the next month.

• Email Patricia_vincent@bathnes.gov.uk


